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On  the  first  page  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  Wining^  of  Albert  Oallatin,  edited 
by  Henry  Adams,  will  be  fouud  ''Draft  of 
the  report  of  the  Harrisburg  CoDference, 
Septediber  3,  1788." 

Gallatin  does  not  appear  to  have  left  any 
information  respecting  this  assemblage, 
except  this  endorsement  upon  a  series  of 
resolutions — which  will  be  given  further 
on — prepared  before  he  came  to  the  con- 
ference. Happily  allusions  to  it  are  to  be 
fouud  elsewhere,  or  we  should  not  know 
much  of  it,  or  of  the  excittment  which 
succeeded  it.  Of  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  say  something,  preliminary  to  a  notice  of 
its  proceedings. 

The  editor  of  the  "Writings"  doe-  not 
state  that  G.  left  an  account  of  what  took 
place  in  conference.  Tbus  any  one  who 
has  his  curiosity  aroused  respecting  it,  may 
expect  tedious  research  to  ascertain  its  his- 
tory. I  hope  to  relate  the  story 
without  impariug  its  accuracy.  But  a 
volume  would  not  exhaust  the  interest  of 
the  political  history  of  the  period  embraced 
in  the  two  years  covered  by  the  discussions 
respecting  the  federal  constitution.  Thit 
instrument  was  in  great  peril.  Only  the 
preponderating  iuflueuce  of  Washington 
saved  it  from  rt-jtction  by  the  stati  s. 

No  account  of,  or  allusion  to  this  con- 
ference by  any  of  its  members,  is  to  be 
found.  Dallas,  Graydon,  Reed,  Fmdley, 
Madison  and  even  Gallatin  pass  it  by. 
Brackenridje  v/ho  notices,  either  in  prose 
or  verse,  most  of  the  transactions  of  his 
time,  does  not  describe  it.  It  has  escaped 
the  researches  or  criticiKuis  of  niodein  his- 
torians. Yet  it  h-;d  a  permanent  influence 
on  party  orgauizarion  in  this  state.  Galla- 
tin, Sinilie,  Whitehall,  M'Olanahan,  Gard- 
ner, Pettit,  Hanna,  all  figure  among  its 
members.  Thej  were  great  letter  wrifers, 
held  high  station  in  state  and  nation,  were 
leading  men  in  in  m  st  of  the  relations  of 
life,  but  not  one  of  them  has  left  a  line 
that  I  can  discover  respf  cting  i  s  proceed- 
ings, or  the  ihflufnce  it  exercised  on  the 
poH'ics  of  Pennsylvania. 

Upon  the  supposition  therefo  e,  that  a 
br*ef    summary    of    the  incidents  out    of 
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which  it  took  form  will  not  prove  entirely 
without  interest,  I  shall  attempt  a  connected 
review  of  the  cause  which  led  to  its  meet- 
ing; describe  the  men  who  composed  it; 
oiftr  some  local  notes;  together  with  such 
description  of  the  agitations  of  the  period, 
as  I  have  had  leisure  to  condense. 

Its  assembling  created  a  profound  sensa- 
tion iu  Pennsylvania  ninety  one  years  ago. 

The  tempestuous  scents  v-hich  preceeded 
and  led  to  it  ure  very  curious.  Perhaps  too 
great  a  portion  of  this  paper  is  occupied  in 
detailiiig  them.  If  so  a  mistaka  has  been 
made  tuat  the  reader  can  reciify  to  please 
himself.  The  authorities  and  papers  ex- 
amined have  been  severely  condensed,  but 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  pervert  them. 

Before  Pennsylvania  held  a  convention 
to  latity  the  federal  constitution,  the  friends 
of  several  proposed  amendments  asked  for 
time  to  discuss  the  f:reat  questions  involved. 
The  "constitutionalists"  in  most  peremp- 
tory latguage  refused  to  listen  to  this. 
Such  men  as  Miffliu,  M'Keau,  Franklin, 
Wilson,  the  Clvmers,  spoke  and  wrote 
against  delay.  The  "convention  of  states"' 
had  adopted  the  constitution  September  17, 
1787.  This  event  opened  the  scene  about 
to  be  dtsciib&d. 

As  this  convention  held  its  sittings  in 
Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  assembly  of 
the  states,  communicaiion  between  them  • 
was  easy.  ludeed  the  intimucy  between 
them  was  very  close.  Franklin,  (ho  presi- 
deut  of  the  Htate ;  McKean,  the  chief  jus- 
tice, and  Mifflin,  the  speaker  of  the  assem- 
bly, were  delegates  to  the  former  body. 
Thus,  upon  the  next  day.  September  18, 
the  delegation,  headed  by  Franklin,  ap 
peared  at  the  bar  of  the  assembly  laying 
upon  its  table  a  letter  from  Charles  I'homp- 
sou,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  cor.stitution. 
Franklin  then  addressed  our  assembly, 
urgiug  a  speedy  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Ten  days  elapsed,  occupied  in  "election- 
eering"—as  Clark,  of  Dauphin,  honestly 
called  it — to  obtniu  a  unanimous  vote  in  its 
favor.  Ihis  failing,  on  the  28th,  George 
Clymer,  a  member  from  Philadelphia, 
called  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  importance  of  agreeing  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  state  deh  gation  "for  a  conven- 
tion," submitting  resolutions  providing  for 
the  ekctiou  of  such  a  body.  The  opposi- 
tion,  ltd  by  very   able   men,  immediately 


took  form.  Robert  Wliitehill,  of  Cumbpr- 
and,  ter-ely  seated  the  ciuse  of  ir,  remark- 
ing, "the  housp,  sir,  ought  to  have  time  to 
consider  on  this  subject  before  they  deter- 
mine," and  moved  "  to  postpone  until  af- 
ternoon, as  the  session  is  drawing  near  to  a 
close."  It  may  be  properly  stated  here  that 
the  assembly  had  resolved  to  adjourn  sine 
die  next  day. 

After  some  arf?ument.  a  vote  was  taken 
upon  thf  simple  qnestion  of  calling  "a  con- 
vention.' (not  to  fix  a  time  for  it,  or  for 
an  election,  or  for  any  other  purpose  (was 
the  one  upon  which  the  parties  measured 
their  strength.  The  assembly  consisted  of 
G4  members,  including  the  speaker.  It  re- 
quired two-thirds  to  form  a  quorum  in- 
cluding that  oflBeer.  Keeping  this  in  mind, 
it  will  be  seen  how  important  the  vote  was 
deemed  to  be.  The  yeas  43,  nays  20,  the 
speaker  not  voting.  The  house  adjourned 
"in  some  heat  " 

Upon  assembling  in  the' afternoon  of  the 
same  day  there  were  but  43  members 
not  a  quorum. 

On  the  journal  of  1787,  appears  a  stately 
ofi&cial  account  of  what  then  occurred  ;  very 
brief  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day  ; 
fortunately  the  scene  in  its  richness  is  pre- 
served in  "Lloyd's  Debates."  We  quote 
such  portions  of  it  as  will  show  how  our 
forefathers  furnished  a  precedent  which 
has  so  often  been  followed  by  their  succes- 
sors. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  of  Bucks — "We  have  un- 
der consideration  business  of  the  highest 
importance;"  he  "suspected"  (what  was 
patent  to  himself  and  his  auditors),  that 
the  "dissenting  members  of  the  morning 
had  purposely  absented  themselves,"  and 
moved  that  "the  sergi-ant-at  armi^,  with  a 
clerk,  be  sent  after  them." 

After  a  while  these  officers  returned, 
when  the  following  occuired. 

"Speaker  (Miffliu)— Well,  S.  of  A.,  have 
you  seen  the  absent  members  ? 

S.  of  A.— Yes  sir.  I  saw  R.  Whitehill, 
Kennedy,  Mitchell,  Piper,  Powel,  Dale, 
Findley,  Bar,  Wright,  M'Dowell,  Flenni- 
ken,  Allison,  Gilchrist,  M  Ciilmout,  Robert 
Clark,  Antis  and  Miley. 

Sp. — What  did  you  say  to  them  ?" 

To  which  S.  of  A.  replied  that  he  told 
them  he  was  "sent  for  them;"  they  told 
him  that  "they  could  not  attend  this  after- 
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noon,  as  they  had  not  made  up  their 
niiiids." 

D.  Cl.\  mer,  of  Berks— How  is  that  ? 

Sp.  —  Who  told  you  this  ? 

S  of  A— Mr.  VVhitehijl  told  mo  the  first. 
Ho.  Clhrk  said  '  they  iiiutit  go  cieclioueer- 
iug  now." 

The  refractory  members  had  assenibUd 
at  Major  Boyd's,  on  Sixth  btreet,  to  whosfi 
house  a  very  disorderly  crowd  had  accom- 
panied the  officers  of  the  asKt  mbly,  and 
some  damHg>3  was  doua  B  )ytl'B  premises, 
for  which  the  state  after  war  i  p^id. 

D  Clymer — "What  took  place  and  who 
was  there  ?" 

The  S.  of  A  replied  that  McLena  of 
council  was  present,  and  asked  "who  sent 
me.  Smilie  was  also  prerfent ;  but  no  pri- 
vate citizens— all  were  men  in  put)iio 
office. " 

D.  Clymer — "Pray,  what  did  the  honor- 
able Mr.  Smilie  say  ?" 

S   of  A.  — "Nothing." 

D.  Clymer — '  Could  every  person  in  the 
room  hear  McLera's  question,  and  did  they 
determine  not  to  come  ?" 

S.  of  A. — "As  I  understood  it,  nearly." 

Wynkoop  and  Lowrey,  of  Lancaster, 
wished  to  know  wh«t  was  to  be  done  ? 

Before  this  was  determined  the  clerk  ap- 
peared aud  was  examined  at  the  bar.  His 
relation  was : 

'  I  went,  sir,  in  pursuance  of  your  ord-r, 
with  the  sergeant  at  arms,  in  search  of  the 
ab.'ieut  members.  JL'irbt,  sir,  I  went  to 
Major  Buyd's,  aud  there  faw  Mr.  MiL-y 
and  Mr.  M'Calmont.  I  informed  them  that 
thu  speaker  and  members  present  had  sent 
mi'  for  them,  and  showed  ihem  the  resolu- 
tions of  congress.  I'hey  told  me,  in  an- 
swtr,  that  they  would  not  attend  Before 
I  got  from  that  door  I  saw  Col.  Piper  and 
some  other  member,  who  I  do  not  recol- 
lect, at  a  great  distance.  I  went  after  them 
to  the  corner  of  Arch  and  Sixth  streets  I 
saw  Air.  Bar  and  Air  Piodley,  Col.  Pip-r 
and  some  other  member  going  toward  Mar- 
ket street  Mr  Findley  looked  around  and 
saw  me,  as  I  supposed,  for  he  mended  his 
pace.  I  followed  Mr.  Piper  and  Mr.  Bar, 
who  kept  on  to  Market  street,  and  soon 
turned  the  corner.  Before  I  got 
there  I  lost  sight  of  Mr.  Findley, 
who,  I  supposed,  had  got  into 
some  House.     I  wont  forward  atter   Piper 


and  Bar,  and  came  up  with  them,  aud  told 
them  of  thf)  unanimous  resolutioH  of  con- 
gre-^8,  but  thej-  answert  d  me  iti  the  samn 
mauuir,  that  thty  would  not  attend.  From 
them  I  went  to  Mr.  Whitehill's  lodgings, 
and  saw  a  woman  that  I  supposed  to  be  the 
maid  of  the  house ;  she  informed  me  that 
Mr.  Whitehill  wati  up  stairs ;  she  went  up 
aud  staid  some  timn,  when  sho  returned 
and  told  me  he  was  not  at  home.  I  saw 
also  Mr  Clark  and  Mr.  McDow  11  in  the 
street,  and  Mr.  McDowell  told  me  he  would 
consider  of  the  matter,  and  he  would  do 
what  he  thought  just.  I  saw  Mr.  Mitchell 
at  Mr.  Whitehili's  lodging.^,  and  he  s?iid  he 
■would  not  attend.  Mr.  Dale  and  Mr.  Autis 
I  found  at  their  lodgings,  and  Mr  Dale 
told  me  he  would  not  attend  Mr.  Aotia 
said  this  resolution  of  congress  had  not 
come  officially,  and  there- fore  he  would  not 
attend." 

D  Clymer  asked  if  Mr.  McCalmont  had 
oflEered  any  excuse  when  he  was  d'Sired  to 
attend  ? 

Clerk — "Nfo  ;  he  said  he  had  heard  of  the 
resolution  of  congress,  but  he  would  not 
attend." 

Without  a  quorum,  nothing  could  be 
done,  and  the  assembly  at  once  adjourned 
until  next  day. 

September  29,  last  day  of  the  session, 
no  quorum.  In  a  short  time,  Mil-y,  of 
Dauphin,  and  M'Calmont,  of  Fraikliu,  were 
forcibly  brought  into  the  room. 

Before  this  it  was  discovered  that  Gen. 
Robert  Brown,  of  Northampton,  had  left 
the  hall  and  was  not  to  be  found. 

The  spf-aker,  counting  himself,  then  an- 
nounced a  quorum.  Immediately  rose  M'- 
Calmont, of  Franklin,  exclaiming  that  he 
had  been  "forcibly  brought  into  the  house" 
and  praying  to  be  "dismisicd."  i'he  house 
refused  Then  MGalmont  agreed  to  abide 
by  the  rules  It  was  found  that  to  break  a 
quorum  would  cost  "o  shillings,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Pennsylvania  hospital," 
whereupon  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
and  said  "here  is  your  5  shillings;  so  let 
me  go  " 

This  proposition  was  declined  by  the 
speaker,  for  the  reason  that  the  rule  made 
"no  provision  for  a  custodian  of  the  fine!" 
This  explanation   was   given  "amid  much 
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laughter;"  and  tho  two  uieoib  •rt'  thus  forc- 
ibly captured  "compelied  to  form  a  qao- 
ruiii."  After  f urth  r  debate,  M'Onluioat 
rose  and  "made  towivrd  tho  door."  but  was 
stopped  by  Ihu  "crowd  on  the  floor  and  in 
the  gallery. "  A  hand  to  hand  tussle  then 
took  I'lace  and  >rCrtluioiit  "wns  again 
8  ated."  He  then  aeked  for  leave  of  ab- 
sence "for  a  particular  personal  service." 
This  was  al.so  refused.  Duriijg  all  these 
scenes  Miley  kept  his  seat,  silt  ut  and  digni- 
fied, although  as  positive  against  the  course 
of  the  assembly  as  the  turbulent  Scotch 
Irish  member  from  Franklin. 

M'Calmont  his  life  loi  g,  asserted  that  at 
the  time  he  rose  to  leave  the  house,  M  fflin, 
Clymer  and  others,  fellow  members, 
*  nearly  tore  the  coat  off  his  back"  in  carry- 
ing him  "along  the  hall  to  his  seat,  from 
which  they  would  not  let  him  get  up."  He 
always  opposed  Mifflin  afterwards.  As  he 
was  a  man  of  energy  and  influence  he  was 
a  troublesome  and  respected  adversarr. 

M'Calmont — A  popular  and  enterprising 
gentleman  ;  a  great  part  of  his  life  in  puV>- 
lic  employment ;  "a  major  in  Culbertson's 
regimi-nt  and  also  in  Smith's  rangers  ;"  a 
native  of  Franklin  county,  born  in  1739  ;  a 
member  of  assembly  from  1780  to  1789  ; 
then  judge  until  his  death  in  1809. 

Milei/ — A  native  of  Dauphin,  now  Leba- 
non county  ;  resident  of  Bethel  township  ; 
representative  in  the  assembly,  under  the 
old  and  again  under  the  constitution  of 
1790.  He  died  near  Stumpstown,  po.*- 
eest-ed  of  a  fair  estate  in  October,  1802. 

Before  the  assembly  adjournc  d  it  placed 
in  the  baud  of  M.'Calmont  ord*  rs  for  "the 
pay  aid  mileage  due  the  absentees."  {Show- 
ing that  he  was  considered  a  man  of  integ- 
rity by  his  colleagues,  even  if  he  was  re- 
fractory under  what  in  these  days  would  be 
called  harsh  treatment. 
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Reference  has  been  inftiie  to  the  tuinul* 
at  Boyd's.  Tbft  circuuihtarices  r^SDe  tiug 
it  are  stated  iu  the  depositiou  of  Hun.  Johu 
Beard,  a  menjbfr  of  the  executive  couocil 
from  Westmoreland  county,  "taken  before 
Plunkf t  Fleeson,  esq.,  Nov.  i),  1787." 

Mr.  Beard  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Goispel,  d  th  dej  ose,  tewtifv  and  say,  tLat 
he,  this  deponent,  doth  lodg)  with  Alexan- 
der Boyd,  and  that  btiug  in  bed  at  the 
dwelling  of  the  said  Alexander,  in  Sixth 
street  from  the  Delaware  river,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  Tues'lay  ni  jht  lant,  the 
6th  inst  .  and  bein"  fallen  asleep  ho  was 
disturbed  and  awakad  by  a  cnnfused  noise, 
at  first  seeming  to  him  to  be  the  report  of 
guns  fired,  made  by  riotoup  persons  iu  the 
street,  at  and  u^ar  the  same  dwelling,  and 
heard  the  glass  of  the  lower  story  of  the 
house  breaking  by  throwing  of  utoues 
againbt  the  same ;  that  this  deponent 
still  lying  in  his  bed,  and  not 
rising,  heard  some  persons  in  the 
street  tay,  "Here  the  damned  rascals 
live  who  do  all  the  mischief,"  or 
■words  to  like  effect.  Th  it  the  disturbance 
aforesaid,  did  not  continue  after  the  de- 
ponent awaked  as  aforesaid,  above  a  min- 
ute, after  which  this  deponent  heard  the 
rioters  departing  hastily,  as  the  sound  of 
their  feet  ii.dicated,  towards  Mulberry 
street,  and  that  the  Hon.  Jno.  Smilie  and 
Abraham  Smith,  together  with  Jame.s 
M'Calmont,  James  M'Ltne,  John  Piper  and 
^Vm.  Findley,  enquires,  reprosentatlv^s  iu 
the  gen^-ral  assemljiy  of  this  state,  do  also 
lodge  with  the  said  Alexander  Boyd,  and 
were  all  iu  bed,  as  this  deponent  hath  good 
reason  to  believe,  in  the  dwelling  of  the 
said  Alexrtuder  aforesaid,  at  the  time  of  the 
outrage  and  riot  so  as  aforesaid  committed, 
and  further  siiith  not. 

On  the  same  day  Alex.  Boyd,  esq  ,  who, 
being  solemnly  sworn  with  uplifted  baud, 
doth  depose,  testify  and  say,  that  on  the 
night  of  Tuesday  last,  being  the  i>.ixih  of 
this  present  month  of  November,  this  de- 
doneut,  togetht-r  with  the  Hon.  John  Smi- 
lie, John  Beard  and  Abraham  Smith,  mem- 
bers of  the  supreme  executive  council,  and 
James  M'Calmont,  James  M'Lene,  John 
Piper  aid  William  Findley,  Esquires,  rep- 
resentatives in  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  who  lodge  with 
this  deponent,  w«-ro  gone  to  bed  in  his 
dwelling      in      Sixth      street      aforetaid; 
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that  this  deponout  was  fallen  asleep, 
when  about  twelve  o'clock,  at  midnight,  a 
great  noise  in  the  adjoining  street  awakened 
the  deponent,  who  thereupon  immediately 
]um).)fd  out  of  his  bed,  and  raising  a  sash 
of  ihe  windosv  towards  the  street  of  the 
third  floor  of  the  house,  he  saw  a  consid- 
erable number  of  men  in  the  street,  of 
whom  twelve  or  fifteen  were  nigh  the  door 
of  the  deponent's  dwehing,  and  that  diverd 
of  the  p(;r^ous,  so  as  aforesaid  assfmbled, 
di:l  then  and  there  speak  reproaohfulJy  of 
the  gentlemen  who  were  lodged  with  this 
deponent,  and  did  say  that  here  is  the 
house  where  the  damned  rascals  lodge  who 
do  ail  the  devilment,  or  words  to  tae  like 
effect ;  adding  that  they  ought  to  be  a)l 
hanged.  Tnat  hearing  the  window  rise 
and  seeing  thiri  deponent  at  the  window,  &< 
tbis  deponent  believes,  this  daponent  heard 
one  of  the  same  persons  say,  there  is  one 
of  the  damned  rascals  putting  his  head  out 
of  the  window.  That  a  man  who  lives  nigh 
to  this  deponent,  and  this  moment  coming 
out  of  this  dwelling,  and  approaching  the 
mob  aforesaid,  the  persous  who  composed 
the  fame,  ran  northerly  towards  Mulberry 
strtet,  and  the  deponent  saw  them  no  more. 
That  tbis  deponent  was  awakened  as  afore- 
Si'id,  by  the  noise  aforesaid,  and  by  the 
throwiug  of  large  btone  against  the  front 
door  of  his  dwelling,  some  of  which  stones 
drove  in  the  sash  over  the  same  door,  and 
fell  in  his  entry,  and  one  of  them  was  at 
least  ten  pounds  in  weight.  And  that  this 
deponent  was  not  able  to  distinguish  any  of 
the  aforesaid  rioters,  so  as  to  know  their 
names  or  who  they  or  any  of  them  were. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not." 

In  the  assembly,  Mr.  Kennedy,  if  he  was 
seconded,  would  present  a  resolution  on 
this  subject,  which  he  had  in  his  possession; 
be  was  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Calmont,  and 
the  motion  was  read  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  It  appears  to  this  house,  by  the 
complaint  of  divers  of  the  members,  sup- 
ported by  the  aflSdavits  of  the  Hon.  John 
Beard,  esq.,  and  Major  Alexander  Boyd, 
that  on  the  night  of  Tuesday,  the  6th  day 
of  November,  inst.,  about  midnight,  a 
number  of  persons  unknown,  committed  a 
violent  riot  and  mcst  outrageous  assault 
upon  the  dwelling  house  of  the  said  Alex- 
ander Boyd,  in  which  three  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  honorable  supreme  executive 
covmcil  and    four  of    the  members  of  this 
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house  lodged,  and  were  there  abed  and 
asleep  (uutil  awakened  by  sa  d  rioters,)  at 
tlie  same  time  throwing  out  the  most  iude- 
ceut  aud  violent  threats  and  abusa  towards 
the  said  members,  to  the  great  contempt  of 
this  government  and  especially  of  the  said 
sup  erne  executive  council  aud  this  liouse  ; 
therefore, 

'  'tiesolved.  That  the  said  affidavit  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  excellency  the  president  in 
c  juncil,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  his 
excellency  and  the  honorable  members  of 
the  said  supreme  executive  council  to  offer 
a  reward,  by  proclamatiou,  for  discovering 
the  perpetrators  of  the  said  outrage  and 
contempt,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
punishment,  or  for  the  discovery  of  any 
one  of  them,  and  that  this  house  will  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  Siiid  awards  ;  aud 
that  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  su- 
preme executive  council  to  direct  the  attor- 
ney general  to  prosecute  tlie  said  rioters, 
and  every  one  of   them,  when  discovered." 

This  motion  passed  in  an  amended  and 
stronger  form  with  the  pledge  that  the  as- 
sembly would  pay  all  expensts  incurred — 
•whereupon  the  supreme  executive  council 
issued  a  proclamation  "to  bring  to  ex- 
amplary  puuishmeut  all  persons  who  were 
concerned  in  the  riot  of  the  6th  instant, 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law." 

I  do  not  gather,  however  that  these  riot- 
ers were  ever  detected,  ©r  if  they  were, 
punished.  Two  of  them  were  officers  of 
the  assembly  itself. 

In  October,  1787,  before  the  election  for 
delegates  to  the  convention,  M'Calmont 
and  16  others  of  the  assembly,  addressed 
the  people  justifying  their  action,  taying  : 

"W'5  confess  wbeu  the  legislature  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  the  convention 
our  ideas  extended  no  further  than  a  revision 
of  the  present  confederacy,  nor  were  our 
delep^ates,  by  the  act  of  assembly  appointing 
them  authorized  to  do  more,  as  will  appear 
by  referring  to  the  act  appointing  tliem" 
which  is  quoted  at  length.  It  bears  out  the 
assertions  of  the  protestants. 

Glymer  and  six  others  with  him  replied, 
giving  this  account  of  the  choice  of  dele- 
gates : 

"The  original  intention  of  the  assembly 
was  to  send  seven  delegates,  through  after- 
wards that  number  was,  by  the  supplemen- 
tary law,  increabed    to  tight.     To    supply 
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tlie  seven  places,  twelve  stood  in  nomina- 
tion. They,  with  the  votts  for  each,  were 
as  follows  ; 

Jared  lugersoU 61    Charles  Pettit 25 

Robert  MoiTis (i'2     Thomas  McKeau 26 

George Cijmer G3    John  Hayarii 25 

Thomas  Millliu fi3    Bonjnmiu  Franklin  . .  .10 

Thomas  F.tzsimons.  ..37    Wii  ium  Findley 2 

Goverueur  Morrie 35    James  WiJsou S5 

All  these  gentlemen,  except  Fiodley,  of 
Westmoreland,  resided  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  country  members  were  en- 
tirely ignored  in  the  election  of  delegates. 
Fiudley  and  Whitehill  declined  to  be  con- 
sidered as  aspirants  for  the  place.  General 
Mifflin  uas  speaker,  Clymer  and  Fitzsim- 
mons  members  of  th'd  assembly.  "The 
supplement"  spoken  of,  came  near  hoisting 
its  engineers  in  the  next  assembly,  and  did 
so  in  two  or  three  years  afterwards. 

Upon  reference  to  the  record,  there  must 
have  been  m.'ch  "electioneering"  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  state  convention,  as 
on  the  question  of  ratification,  the  counties 
divided  ss  follows : 

For  the  Constitution.    Against. 
1.  Philadelphia  city 5 

2  Philade  phia  county 5 

3  bucks 4 

4.  Chester 6 

5.  Lancaster 5  1 

6.  York 6 

7.  Cumberland 1 

8.  Berks 6 

9.  Nortliarop'on 4 

1«.  Bedford 

11 .  r*  orthumbtrland 2 

12    Westmoreland 3 

13.  Washiugton 2  2 

14.  Fayette 2 

15.  Franklin 1  1 

16.  Montgomery, 4 

17.  Dauphiu 3 

18.  Huiutngdon 1 

45  23 

Elliott,  afterwards  of  the  "conference," 
member  of  the  convention  from  Hunting- 
don, S'igned  the  ratification  "after  consider- 
ation." So  with  one  of  the  delegates  from 
Franklin,  to  the  great  provocation  of  his 
colleague  and  constituents.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  bix  counties,  one  third  of  the 
whole  number  reprebented  refused  to  sign 
the  ratification.  It  may  be  remarked  here 
that  at  the  next  session  of  the  assembly,  the 
"anti  constitutionalibtb"  elected  just  half 
the  house,  excluding  the  speaker,  who 
did  not  vote  under  the  rule,  except  when  a 
tie  occurred. 

"The  address  and  reasons  of  dissent  of 
the  minority  of  the  convention  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,"  is  too  long  to  quote;  but 
it  calls  attention  to  the  secrecy  of  the  ua- 
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tional  convention  by  the  remark  that  "the 
journals  of  the  conclave  are  all  concealed;" 
reviews  its  proceedings  and  proceeds  to  state 
how  the  resolution  for  calling  a  state  conven- 
tion passed  the  assembly,  substantially  as  I 
have  stated  it. 

It  further  protests  that  the  constitutio  u, 
"consistent  with  its  id^a  of  consolidation, 
contains  no  reservation  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  state  governments  ;"  and 
the  authority  "vested  in  congress  is  unlim- 
ited in  its  nature,  nay  is  comprehensive 
and  boundless."  This  protest  is  signed  by 
those  members  of  the  convention  who  voted 
in  the  minority,  with  the  exceptions  noted: 

John  VVhitehiU,  Lancaster. 

John  Harris.  Cumberland. 

John  Reynolds,  Cnmberlnud. 

Kobert  VVhitehiU,  Cumberland. 
^  Jonathan  Hoge,  Cumberland. 

Nicholas  Lutz,  Berks. 

John  Ludwig,  Berks. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  Berks. 

John  Bishop,  Berks. 

Joseph  Hiester,  Berks. 

James  Martin,  Bedford. 

Joseph  Powell,  Bedford. 

William  Findley,   Westmoreland. 

John  Baird,  Webtmoreland. 

William  Todd,  Westmoreland. 

James  Marshall,  Washington.* 

James  Edgar,   Washington. 

Nathaniel  Breading,  Fayette. 

John  Smilie,  Fayette. 

Bichard  Bard  (or  Baird),  Franklin.* 

William  Brown,   Duuphin. 

Aaron  Orth,  Dauphin. 

John  A.  Hanna,  Dauphin. 

*Did  not  eigu  the  protest.  Had  left  for  home  be- 
fore it  was  prepared. 

In  search  for  material  necessary  in  the 
preparation  of  this  paper,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  copy  of  the  journal  of 
this  state  convention,  either  in  print  or 
manuscript,  It  may  exist  in  some  public 
or  private  collection,  but  it  is  ceitainly  not 
where  it  should  be — in  the  office  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  commonwealth. 

Speeches  of  prodigious  length  were 
made  in  favor  of  the  constitution,  by  Gov. 
M'Keaa  and  Judge  Wilson.  These  have 
been  preserved,  corrected  by  themselves, 
in  a  work  projected  to  cover  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention,  but  only  one 
volume  of  which  was  issued.  Speeches 
of  equal  length  were  delivered  by 
Robert    Whitebill.    Wilham    Findley    and 
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sxM"  ieili    ^-ificaei  eriJ  16  aoiia^yaoo  laaoii 

OJiiJa oJ !ib'j:-)')OTq  bait ayuibaaooiq  mi  aweiv^i 

I  Hju  ^IlfibufiJad^a  ,^lciau;daB  bil-t  beaauq  noii 
.Ji  baJwJa  evad 
,u  oiitsMiaaoo  erfl  itedi  gJa'siotq  i^dital   ll 
juohijbilijaiioo   lo  a  jbi  dJi  xlJiw    Jaejaituioo" 
bus  aJilyi'i  ^i  io  noiJBvieaoi   on  auhduoo 
bim  "jBJtU'jXuaTdVoy  ditla  edi  lo  tisgal^jvhq 
-ixtilarj  ai  (-,a /igaoo  m  boisev"  '^JhodJoB  sdt 
ovtaiiadyiqiuoo   ai  /jsa   ,aijjifia   eii   ul   b^i 
Xd  barryid  cii  Jastoiq  hidT     ".awblbuaod  bas 
bjJ07odw  aoiiaevao'i  aiii  \o  Hi^diaeat  efeddt 
:bWOii  aaoijqsoze  odt  dJiw  ,'tmoaiui  adJ  ai, 
•TtiJaijoajsiI  ,ibdbJidV^  adoL 
.bfljril'x^dmjjO  .HinflH  ndol 
.ba^h'ddmit'O  ff.bioaf^^SL  ndoT, 
.ba<jhydoitiO  tlliddJidV/  Ji^doil 
.baali'idaiuD  ,sgoH  fl^dJMnoT. 
.aifi^iS  (SJfjJ  aiilodocvl 
-aifiaa  .^iwboJ  udoL 
.HjLvjH  tiiioomd.  uiSidaidA 
.adticl  ,qod4a  ifdol 
.aiJ-xsti  ,t!-jJh9£H  dq'jr.ot 
.biolDsd.  ^ahxnM  asmnl. 
.Laqlbad  ,[l3wo*l  £lqs-.oL 
.baxilaiouiJa^W   ,^yibut1  oifiilliV/^ 
.bifflld'souiirfsW  ,Liij5a.  iidol, 
•bcmis'iocaia^jW  ,bboT  cuadliV/ 
*.flOigiiidH*j#  .lIsdatiiM  a9cux<l 
.noiyuiifauW   ,isyb3  aaoiiil! 
.eiiU'iu'L  (guibfiaiH  laiufidiB'l 
.bJl.T' Aifsl   ,^iliiu8  aclcJ, 
*.ai[iaHi'i  .(inmS.  to)  h-iail  bifidoiH 
.atdqui'd   (Uwoiil  mailliV/ 
,0iriqa^(I  ,dJiO  aoij^A 
.£iidq;j,ud.  ,iiair6H  .A  adoJ, 
-ed  -jjCiiou  -loi  3t3l  fcaH    jesJoiq  udi  a>jia  Jou  tiO.* 

.ijO-IC(Ial4.I  3ii'«  Ji  »iol 

tidi  ai  \-isthaidO'ia  iaix^isia  to!  doi*i;>a  al 
isH^d  30a  ^>7Md  I  ,xjqHii  eidi  lo  uoMaiJuqeiq 
^o  iaatuo'i  adJ  l<t  ■^qoo  x"**  isTooarb  oJ  »lda 
10  Jaiiq  ai  iadii^  ,a6r}ii^YLioo  eliita  eidJ 
oilduq  ycaoa  0i  JrfiE-*  'jum  Jl  jJqnoaOafiiit 
Joii  {.ififBli'ia  ai  ii  Jod  ,uoiio:)Iloa  tjJflvhq  10 
-oaa  i>dl  Jo  6>ifflo  e»di  ai — «d  bloodn  li  btjdw 
.dlfirtwaotntnoo  f>dl  ^o  ^ixiisi 
;>t9w  digiuf  auotyiboiq  io  e  .doe«nqa 
.voO  td  ,uotJfiJiJHiif!o  sdJ  lo  iotb\  ai  bbi<ui 
wvfid  oBrtiiT  .uo.<ltW  aybul.  ba«  oayK'.M 
jSevIaataadl  ^d  b^Joaiioa  ,b»vTMaoiq  uwed 
-ba'jooiq  r^di  navuo  o*  biJaoi'nu  rfiow  s  ai 
f»flo  ^lao  jad  ,aotiu;>7a(»o  edJ  lo  agai 
-B'Jdyaaqy  baufcai  hhw  daidw  io  outoloir 
y;d  bf.»-t»7il)b  ;it-»7/  digii*!  iBupt  io 
fi.i^    V'.lhaiT    m.  iiliV/    Aiid-,ild'f/    Ji-doH 


12 


John  Smilie  against  its  adoption,  quite  a- 
able  as  those  of  its  advocates.     The   news 
papers  of   the  day   contain    excellent    ab- 
stracts of  these  argumebts,  yet  are  blank  on 
the    personal   incidents  from    which    pro- 
ceeded  "the    heat"  shown    on    both  sides. 
All  the  work  was  done  in  Philadelphia;  the 
country  had   not  shown  its  power,  but  hke 
a   sleeping  lion   aroused  itself   at   the  first 
election  for  members   of  coneress,  and  the 
anti  constitutionals  elected  two  of  its  nom- 
inees, greatly  to   the  astonishment   of  the 
old  counties  and  their  leaders.     About  15,- 
000  votes  were  cast,  as  will  be  seen  further 
on. 

The  constitutional  question  was  earnestly 
debated  in  all  circles.  We  have  had  no 
greater  agitation  on  any  public  question 
since  that  time. 

"Elliott's  Debates,"  an  account  of  the 
deliberations  in  the  conventions  of  the  sev- 
eral states  upon  the  question  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  so  often  quoted  as 
authority,  has  a  most  unsatisfactory  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  of  Pennsylvania; 
merely  the  names  of  the  delegates,  the  oflB- 
cers,  the  order  of  proceedure,  and  the 
speech  of  Judge  Wilson  in  favor  of  its 
adoption.  Throughout  his  remarks  are  fre- 
quent allusions  to  objections  of  Smilie,  of 
Frtyette,  Fiudley,  of  Westmoreland,  and 
Whitehill,  of  Cumberland.  Very  unfairly 
none  of  their  speeches  are  given.  Elliott's 
proceedings  end  abruptly  with  the  close  of 
Wilson's  ponderous  opinion. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Harrisburg  con- 
ference are  printed  at  length.  They  seem  to 
have  been  furnished  from  an  original 
among  the  papers  of  Blair  M'Clanahan. 
Thr)  names  agree  with  my  list,  except 
"Baird"  of  Franklin.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  niue  who  had  been  members  of  the 
state  convention  attended  the  Harrisburg 
conference — Bishop  of  Berks,  "Baird"  of 
Franklin,  Marshall  of  Washington,  Elliott 
of  Huntingdon,  Hoge  and  Whitehill  of 
Cumberland,  Orth  and  Hanna  of  Dauphin 
and  Smilie  of  Fayette.  I  indulge  the  hope 
that  some  of  the  speeches  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  may  yet  be  recov- 
ered. 

In  concluding  this  resume  of  the  course 
of  public  events  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  conference,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
table  showing  the  vote  in  the  convention 
upon  the  ratification  of  the  consiitution  is 
made  up  from  the  official  certificate,  which 
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-a  ejijjp  (UoiJqotifl  Hli  Jaaixsgs  eilicaS  aJo'^ 
flwaa   odT     .aaiiioo7b«  aii  lo  sHodJ  as  '^ild'" 

no  da«!(J  hta  J^-^  ,fi.l".'.-jxfl0yifl  ea^-dl  >o  t1  jSiiU 
oiq  lioirf'i'  uioii  aJxi'jhioai  liiooaioq  ;>tiJ 
.a'joia  dJod  no  awoila  "Jfl?td  'jilt"  ht>i.3:i3 
6di  ;£.txdql>f)iilid^  id  onofj  a«v/  iiov/  adJ  UA 
Bsld  iudf  ,'ijwoq  aJi  uwoda  ioa  bxid  ';[;Ttauoo 
iaiil  f»dJ  Ji!  Hle^li  Lsauoia  nod  jjaiq^^Ia  a 
edJ  5ujj  ,«K^l:aa^'J  io  aiadaidoi  lot  nohoet* 
-Dioii  aJi  io  owj  baJoafe  alauoiJui'tJ^aov  iJua 
edt  io  itH^iuidrfiflolaf!  ydi  oJ  vl}ft'ii§  ,«■?,-<« r. 
-,?,!  j0odA  .H'inbufil  ihiii  b:iu  flrdJui/oo  fjlo 
ladJiyl  ua-->a  dd  Itiw  ea  ,J««t)  aiaw  bjJO'/  Oi)!) 

.no 
■ZlisBaifid  ifayr  noilasop  IfiuoiJi/Hi^ooo  »dT 
ou  bad  avisd  aViT  .at^biia  lia  iii  bii^dab 
uolJaairp  hikiaq  ^qb  no  uoiiiJJtga  loJadig 
.•ioili  Jfidl  doaia 
9dJ  lo  iiiiJOQoa  (IB  ",a^)-fid)(l  a'i.'oilia" 
-vja  adt  io  aaoiJui^aooed)  ai  auohij-x-jdil/ib 
■qobe  9dJ  io  iioii-iej»p  ydi  uoqu  asJfiJa  Iai9 
8fi  baiorip  ttaJlo  oa  .uoiJoJilauoo  adJ  )o  u<\'J 
iioq^t  it'ioi-j^^-iiiBrtaij  Jaooi  a  sjjd  ,^thodJuB 
ims&fliriaaal  io  Jadi  io  ayiftbs^ooiq  adt  io 
-oto  odJ  ,a3Jiig^lab  ^di  lo  aaaijsa  ydi  {[^isia 
Qdl  bua  ,i3iab9yoo>'q  io  labio  ad)  ,af-»o 
cJi  io  i07ai  ni  aoflixW  agbxiL  io  da^aqa 
-Qii  9tti  a:fi-X£i£a^i  aid  JaodgooidT  .riouqoijj* 
io  ,9ifiaxy  io  axioiioaido  oi  aaoinwlla  taaxxp 
bas  jbiialaxoxaJaoV/  io  fX'Abal'i  (fWa-^i/i 
^hxuiua  ^xjY  .buJilxjdixxuO  lo  ,llid3iidW 
a'JJodlS  .aevig  ata  aada.^9qa  liddJ  io  -,<aoa 
io  aaolu  edx  dixw  iliquidB  ban  ayixihrfaoo-tq 
.uoiuiqo  ai/uijibuoq  aVfOwtiW 
-floo  gTudainan  ad  J  io  83nii)')'ioo  iq  'idT 
oi  xii^a-'.  ^^^xl  r  .xUsiii>i  la  b^Juhq  aia ,  joa  Ji  ji 
JtiUij^ito  xti!  mo'ii:  b-jd^iaiixt  ajjd  ovad 
.uxjdufixjlO'M  lialB.  io  at^qaq  adJ  Qaoiaa 
Jqdox>>  ,iexi  Ttxn  dJiw  odt^z  aym^xi  bdT 
,eJdfiiiiAtu:n  ai  il  .luliliiaix'il  io  "bxi«a" 
adi  io  a'l'idtUHia  af>t)d  bijd  odw  ania  iedi 
Igii/dai'iTH H  adi  b-jba-ilia  xioiia^vxioa  siBts 
lio  "DtiiifcE''  ,8iht(H  ii.»  qodnxM — -iouatf'iuoa 
tUuifa  .uolauld-ittV/'  io  UjidaiJsM  ,'<ilJi'.ai1 
io  Hid  jJxdW"  bua  ayoH  ,aob;miitutjH  io 
uidqiTdCl  io  BxiaslI  bua  diiO  ,buj<h-jdiUoD 
eqod  ad  J  aylobax  I  .H.ti.r^i!'?  io  aiixixx8  biifl 
•qob^adi  Jaiii*8«  aidoaoqa  adJ  io  aiuoa  J^di 
-vooai  ed  ia'^  ^am  xioiJoJitauoa  sxli  io  noiJ 

.bata 
f.>3i£xoo  odi  io  aiujja8»ardt  guxbidoaoo  ul 
io  yaiJo-iui  adt  of  eooiveiqaiujva  oildx/q  io 
adJ  iadi  b-iiaU  ad  '{xxa  ii  ,  )on*ti3iao3  adi 
uoiixisvaoo  adi  ai  i^iuv  adi  yaiwoda  'aldni 
ei  uoilxji'fHaoa  'jdi  to  xioiiiiofctcjjsT  odi  uoqu 
doidv  ,eixJofli)s9a  ixixuiilo  ad  J  xiioii  qu  abjuux 
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does  not  contain  the  names  of  the  protest' 
ants  ;  other  notices  ar«  drawn  from  various 
sources,  principally  pamphlets  and  news- 
papers of  this  period,  and  from  MMS.  that 
have  been  consulted. 

It  is  time  to  take  up  the  design  of  this 
paper — a  history  of  the  conference.  No 
editorial  comments  touching  it  are 
found  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  or  no- 
tices of  it  in  any  of  the  histories  of  the 
state,  from  Scott  to  Egle.  The  only  allu- 
sion that  I  have  heard  of  is  by  Westcott, 
in  his  history  of  Philadelphia,  that  marvel 
of  industry  and  intelli^;eut  research. 
Even  there  it  comes  out  otly  incidentally 
in  discussing  the  activity  in  public  affairs  of 
the  gentleman  who  presided  at  the  "Har- 
risburg  Conference." 

I  hope  it  will  be  found  that  a  story  so  rap- 
idly drifting  to  oblivion,  has  been  pre- 
served from  that  fate,  however  imperfectly 
the  subject  is  presented. 

Harrisburg  has  for  many  years  b^en  the 
favorite  place  for  holdirg  conventions  in 
Pennsylvania.  Vt-ry  few  persons,  how- 
ever, are  aware  that  long  before  it  became 
so  prominent  in  that  respect — more  than 
twenty  years  before  fixing  the  present  seat 
of  state  government  at  it — a  conference  of 
decided  significance  was  held  here.  In 
that  day,  when  it  occupied  two  or  three 
days  to  travel  wcht  from  Philadelphia,  and 
twice  as  long  from  Fayette,  in  the  western 
wilds,  it  demanded  much  personal  sacrifice 
to  hold  a  convention  on  any  subject,  y^t 
men  equal  to  the  emergency  were  found  to 
do  it,  as  will  be  shown  readers  of  this 
paper. 

it  was  in  1788  a  hamlet  of  less  than  500 
inhabitants,  102  taxables.  It  mu.->t  have 
presented  a  very  difl'erent  aspect  from  the 
present.  It  had  a  jail — no  court  house  or 
post  oflSce — no  northern  road;  two  leading 
east  and  one  west;  its  prosperity  was  threat 
ened  by  Chambers  ferry,  Midaletown  and 
Lebanon. 

In  the  soft  atmosphere  of  the  early  days 
of  September,  1788,  the  banks  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, must  have  been 

"Kadiant  in  atitumnal  beauty. 

Clad  in  veaia-euts  go!d  aud  red, 
Stood  the  'tately  fowsts, 

Tossing  bigh  a  haughty  head." 

The  mof3s  covered  banks  of  innumerable 
rivulets  meandered  across  half  formed 
streets  and  un inclosed  lot?;  the  swamps 
of  the  crooked  Paxtang  were  in  virgin  slug- 
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gishaess;  yet  the  splendor  of  the  forests  on 
the  surrouudiug  heights,  with  the  rich  blue 
of  the  maguiliceut  Kittatinnv,  impressed 
tbcse  visitors  with  the  unrivalled  excel 
lence  and  beauty  of  the  spot  Harris  had 
chosen  for  his  new  town.  Among 
its  advantaj^es,  not  one  was  more 
prominent,  tlian  that  it  stood  the  gateway 
to  a  great  west  beyond  the  mountains  as 
yet  undeveloped,  but  rapidly  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  enterprising  and  astute 
statesmen  who  then,  probably  for  the  first 
time,  visited  it 

Unfortunately  we  have  no  record,  at 
least  none  that  I  can  hear  of,  of  the  im- 
pression it  made  upon  the  membtsrs  of  the 
conference.  We  are,  therefore,  at  liberty 
to  suppose  that  the  question  of  a  site,  far 
f  lOm  Philadelphia,  for  a  permanent  seat  of 
government  was  discussed,  which  at  length 
led  to  the  choice  of  Harrisburg. 

Faptrs  or  letters  may  yet  be  discovered 
•which  will  bhed  information  respecting  this 
meetiug,  where  it  held  its  deliberaiions, 
with  some  account  of  its  discussions  ?  If 
held  itt  a  tavern,  the  most  probable  suppo- 
sitioL — as  we  had  no  public  builditigs  at 
Harri.-burg  for  jears  afterward — which  of 
theuj  ?  I  have  ascertained  that  in  the  year 
of  17y7,  the  following  persons  kept  houses 
of  iDublic  entertainment :  Conrad  Bom- 
baugli,  William  Crabb,  Samuel  Grimes, 
[Graham,]  Je^se  Geibert,  George  Hoyer, 
Adam  Hocker,  Adam  Natoher,  Baltzer 
Katcher,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Zol- 
linger, Samuel  Weir  and  Jacob  Weaver. 
Which  of  these  sheltered  these  respectable 
visitors,  or  any  of  them  ? 

Accommodation  for  many  visitors  was 
not  a  feature  of  the  taverns,  so  earl^  in  the 
history  of  the  town.  I  am  of  the  opinion, 
therefore,  tbat  the  meeting  was  held  at  the 
"Compass,"  a  great  part  of  which  is  yet  in 
use  as  a  public  school-house  at  Front  and 
Paxton  streets — the  "old  ferry  house."  I 
find  a  description  of  the  house  in  a  journal 
of  John  Penn.  This  Penn  was  the  son  of 
ThouiaR,  who  was  the  second  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Hannah  Callowhill  Penn,  born 
F-bruary  23,  17G0,  died  1834.  His  mother 
was  Lady  Juliana  Penn,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Pomfret.  He  publinhed  several 
volumes  of  poems,  and  to  distinguish  him 
from  the  John  Penn  who  was  governor  of 
the  province  from  17G3  to  1771  and  again 
from  1773  to  1776,  has  been  named  John 
Penn  the  poet.     In  April  1788,  he  made  a 
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journey  from  Philadelphia  via  Reading, 
Lebauon,  Harrisburg  to  CarliBle.  I  am 
templed  to  give  an  extract  from  a  part  of  it 
now  iu  my  hands  It  will  be  found  in  a 
forthcoming  number,  of  an  ably  edited 
magazine  published  by  the  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Pennavlvania,  at  Pdiladelphia. 

Penn  came  trom  Lebanon  ou  the  10th  of 
April,  1788,  over  a  road  substantially  the 
same  as  the  present  Hummeistown  turn- 
pike.     He  remarks : 

"April  10.  Rose  by  six  o'clock,  and  after 
breakfast  set  out  from  Reading,  in  order  to 
sleep  at  Harrisburg,  the  chief  to^^n  of  Dau- 
phin county,  and  which  was  proposed  to 
be  the  seat  of  government.  Passed  some 
mills  a  few  miles  from  thence  at  Tulpe- 
hockeu  creek,  which  afterwards  meets  the 
road  some  iehat '  farther  in  a  very  pictur- 
esque spot.  On  the  eastern  side  [at  Womels- 
doiff]  of  this  is  a  most  elegant  Ee  w  Lutheran 
church  Ou  the  western  is  a  Calvinist's, 
culled  here,  by  way  of  distiuctiou,  a  Pres- 
byterian church.  After  riding  through  a 
village  I  came  to  Lebanon,  a  handsome 
town  containing  some  hundred  inhabitants. 
This  place  is  decorated  by  a  spire,  and  the 
houses  are  well  built ;  many  of  them  stone 
or  brick.  It  not  being  diwtant  enough  the 
horses  were  baited  at  Millerstown,  [Ann- 
villt],  a  small  village  half  way,  and  twenty 
miles  from  Harrisburg,  or  Harris'  ferry. 
About  sunset  I  had  a  fine  view  of  this  town 
from  a  high  part  of  the  road,  the  rivtr 
Susquehanna  flo^^ing  between  its  woody 
and  cultivated  banks  close  to  the  town.  Mr. 
Hams,  the  owner  and  founder  of  this  town, 
informed  me  that  three  years  ago  there 
was  but  one  house  built,  and  beemed  to 
possets  that  pride  and  pleasure  iu  his  suc- 
cess which  ^ueas  tnvied 

reUcej  Uli,  qiioam  jam  mseiiia  surgunt  I 

Tho'  the  court8'\re  held  here  generally, 
Lebanon  is  infinitely  larger.  he  situa- 
tion of  this  place  is  one  of  the  finest  I  ever 
SAW.  One  good  point  of  view  is  the  tavern, 
almost  close  to  the  river.  This  was  the 
Louse  which  stood  alone  so  many  years.  It 
is  called  the  Compass,  and  is  one  of  the 
first  public  houses  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
room  I  had  is  22  feet  square,  and  high  in 
proportion. 

^' April  11.  After  breakfasting  about 
eight  with  Mr   Hcirris,  we  walktd  together 
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to  the  ferry.  The  water  being  high,  we 
ferried  across  with  difficulty,  and  almost 
dropped  down  to  a  very  rapid  part  bi  low 
the  iaudiiifi  place;  but  at  length  escaped  a 
disagreeable  situation.  About  two  miles 
from  the  river  passed  the  house  of  White- 
hill  the  assemblymen,  [Whitehill  station], 
and  arrived  about  three  at  Carlisle,  seven- 
teen miles  off. " 

[Mr.  Penn  remained  at  Carlisle  until  the 
lorh,  when  be  commenced  bin  return  to 
Philadelphia.     He  thus  proceeds]  : 

"April  13  Rose  early  in  order  to  see  a 
cave  near  Conedogwinit  creek  Returned 
and  pursued  my  route  to  a  place  called 
Lisburn,  tho'  it  proved  somewhat  out  of 
my  way.  Just  at  this  spot  the  country  is 
romantic.  The  name  of  the  creek  running 
thro'  it,  Yellow  brceclies  creek,  may,  indeed, 
be  unworthy  of  it.  From  hence  the  road 
lay  thro'  woods  till  the  Susquehanna,  and 
Harrisburg  at  a  distance,  denot(d  that  a 
ferr>  was  at  band.  I  crossed  the  river 
about  three  and  a  half  o'clock,  surrounded 
by  enchanting  prospects.  The  ride  to 
Middltrtown  is  along  the  eastern  bank,  and 
exhibits  a  striking  sample  of  the  great,  in 
the  opposite  ou'  ,  rising  to  a  vast  height, 
and  wooded  close  to  the  water's  edge  for 
many  miles.  From  this  vast  forest,  and 
the  expaijsive  bed  of  the  rivf r  navigable  to 
its  source  for  craft  carrying  two  tons  bur- 
dens, the  ideas  of  grandeur  and  immensity 
rush  forcibly  upon  the  mind,  mixed  with 
the  desert  wilderness  of  an  uohabiteci  scene. 
The  first  particular  object  on  this  road  is 
Simpson's  houf-e,  the  owner  of  the  ferry 
where  I  crossed.  It  is  on  a  rock  across  the 
river.  At  Middletown  I  put  up  at  one  More's 
[or  Moor,]  who  was  n  teacher  formerly 
at  Philadelphia  of  Latin  and  Greek  He 
talked  very  sensibly,  chiefly  on  subjects 
which  discovered  him  to  be  a  warm  tory. 
and  friend  of  passive  obedience.  Unhke 
many  tories  be  is  an  eriemyof  the  new  con- 
Btitntion.  Here  the  Great  Swatara  joins 
the  Suf-quehanna,  and  a  very  fine  mill  is 
kept  at  their  confluence  by  Mr,  Frey,  a 
Dutchman. 

"Simpsonis"  was  the  fine  stone  house 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Susquehanna, 
erected  by  Gen.  Simpson,  a  Dauphin  county 
man  and  soldier  of  the  revolution.  It  is 
now  owned  by  Jacob  S.  Haldemati. 
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Cutler,  a  New  England  traveler,  panned 
through  and  lodged  at  Harrinburg  iu  1787. 
He  writeB  a  more  roseate  deccriptiOQ  of  us 
Ih-iu  Phuu.  '  Oae  hundred  brick  houses," 
is  Cutler's  estiLQate.  which  was  not  true  ; 
as  there  was  but  158  of  that  material,  by 
acturtl  count,  thirty  five  years  after  his  visit. 
He  was  struck  by  the  beauty  and  eligibility 
of  the  location.  In  that  he  agrees  with 
Penn,  aud  all  early  tourists  to  the  then  un- 
explored "western  country." 

From  Penn's  notes  local  readers  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  old  dining  room  at 
the  "Compass"  could  comfortably  accom- 
modate a  meeting  of  33  very  orderly  gen- 
tlemen for  two  or  three  hours. 

One  IS  at  liberty  to  surmise  that  these 
gentlemen  were  personally,  or  by  corres- 
pondence, acquaiuted  with  one  aoother  ; 
that  they  enjo>«d  the  pleasure  of  fellow- 
ship hjmposia,  as  much  as  any  who  have 
followed  them  on  the  btage  of  public  life. 
We  must  also  infer  that  their  meeting  was 
conducted  with  stern  gravity  :  its  proceed- 
ings, according  to  rigorous  rales,  whilst  so 
engaged.  Beside  being  brought  face  to. 
face  with  one  another,  it  brought  them  an  - 
tagonistic  to  nearly  all  who  had  been  lead 
ers  of  public  opinion  for  fifteen  years  ;  of 
II  any  who  had  marched  under  the  same 
banner,  and  undergone  the  same  privations 
during  the  revolutiun.  Ihey  were  looked 
down  upon  as  "frontier  men," 
presumptions  enough  to  test  the 
pulse  of  public  opinion  upon 
a  most  important  question  in  defiance 
of  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  assembly, 
and  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
eastern  counties.  Most  of  them  were  young. 
Gallatin  and  Hanna  27  and  Bishop  and 
Kean  only  26  None  of  them  had  made 
much  figure  in  civil  life,  except  Bryan, 
Smilie,  Hoge  and  Whitehill;  nearly  all  of 
them  had,  however,  served  as  ofiBcers  dur- 
ing the  revolution,  and  at  the  moment  oc- 
cupied local  positions  of  responsi 
bility.  All  were  of  the  highest 
social  position,  thoroughly  in  earnest;  in 
politics  "auti  federal;"  in  plain  words 
thought  the  federal  constitution  "too  mon- 
archical "  Upon  this  feature  of  that  instru- 
ment a  fierce  war,  resonant  with  wrath 
and  riot,  in  our  own  and  other  statep,  had 
excited  the  public  mind  for  nearly  a  year 
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previously    to  the    gathering  of  this  con- 
feree ce. 

The  following  gentlemen  composed  the 
coDfcreuce.  I  have  three  lists — two  print- 
ed, one  MSS. — have  coubulted  twice  as 
many;  compared  them  carefully,  and  the 
one  presMuti  d  may  be  accepted  as  correct: 

George  Bryan,  Pbiiadelphia. 

Ukaries  i'eltit,  PUiladelphia. 

Blair  M  Clanatian,  VhiladelpUla. 

Hicbard  Backhou^e,  Bucks. 

James  Uauua,  Bucks. 

Joseuh  Garduer,  Ches'er. 

James  Itercer,  Laucaster. 

Beujam.n  Bljtbe,  Krankliu. 

Koucrt  Wiiiteliill,  Cumberland. 

Jotin  Jordan,  Lancasier. 

William  dterrett,  Cumberland. 

AMiliam  ^odger8. 

Adam  Ortb,  Dauphin. 

John  Ro  gt^r:*,  Uaupliin. 

Th  mas  Murray,  Aorttiimiberland. 

Kobt-rt  JI'Kee,  Lancastor. 

John  Keau,  liaui)lliu. 

Wiiham  t'etrieKeu,  JJerthumberland 

Jonaihan  H  jyu,  Oumberlaud. 

John  Bisbox),  Berks. 

D<.mol  Mouig^mory,  Northumberland. 

Jobu  Ljtie,  NortuumbiFiana. 

John  D.cay,  ('hester. 

Johu  timi  ie,  Fayette. 

A  ber..  Gauatiu,  Fajeite. 

Jas  Mari^hall,  \Vasl]iut<tou. 

Benjamin  EUiort.  Huuiiugdon. 

Kichard  Bard  (Beard),  ErankUu. 

Jume;*  Cnoiis,  AVa.-hiuKton. 

Jjiin  A.  Hauua,  Dauphm. 

ija'jiel  B.adley,  Uaupbin. 

Koboit  Smi  h.  Chester. 

James  Auilersou,  Bedford. 
Ihe  couuties  ot  York,  Northumberland 
and  MoLtgomtry  were  not  represented. 

Elliott,  of  HiiutiiigdoD,  had  feigned  the 
raiilicatiou  of  the  coustitutiou,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  convention. 

The  Hfbt  proposition  was  to  make  Bryan 
the  prebidiug  otficcr.  It  was  deemed  poli- 
tic uot  to  do  so,  as  he  was  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  court.  The  choice  fell  upon 
Blaib  McClanachan,  of  Philadelphia. 
Accordiugly  he  presided.  Johm  A.  Hanna, 
of  Harriftburg,  was  chosen  secretary. 

As  there  is  no  connected  record  of  the 
proceediugs,  it  is  impossible  to  state  with 
certainty  what  then  took  place,  but  evi- 
detitly  aanca  read  the  following,  prepara- 
tory to  further  proceedmgs.  The  locality 
from  which  the  following  circuUr  ema- 
nated was  '"Stoney  llidge,"  about  ten  miles 
west  of  Harrisburg — now  New  Kiugston — 
in  Cumberland  county,  the  site  of  a  famous 
tavern  and  store,  still  standing,  at  preaent 
occupied  as  a  farm  resideno. 
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"Habbisbubo,  Dauphin  county,  Pa., 
Septeiuner  3.  1788  —Agreeably  to  a  circu- 
lar lettwr  whiob  orii^iuated  iu  the  couuty  of 
Cuiuberland,  iuvitiuK  to  a  conference  such 
of  tb«  c  tiz-ns  of  the  st^te  who  conceive 
thAt  a  rnvi,-,iou  of  the  federal  system,  lately 
proposed  for  the  goveruuient  of  the  United 
States  is  ueces-arv;  anuinbt<r  of  {^entlem>n 
from  the  city  of  Philalelphia  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Ch'-ster,  Lan- 
caster, Cumberiaud,  Berks,  Northumber- 
land, Bedford,  Fayette,  Washington,  Frank- 
lin, Diupljin  aud  Huntingdon  have  aesem- 
bL-d  at  this  place  for  said  purpose." 

It  is  probable  that  at  this  point— Galla- 
tin, as  he  did  not  speak  very  good  EuKhf-h, 
through  his  distinguished  colleague,  Sujilie, 
offert-d  his  resolutions — the  endorsement 
upou  which  has  drawn  forth  this  narrative. 
They  are  much  more  d'  cided  iu  tone  than 
those  tiiially  attached  to  the  address  of  the 
conference,  and  are  as  folio  a^s: 

1st.  Re  olved.  That  in  order  to  prevent 
a  dissoluiiou  of  the  Union,  and  to  secure 
our  liberties  aud  those  of  our  posterity,  it 
is  necessary  that  a  revision  of  the  Federal 
constitution  be  obtained  in  the  most  speedy 
manner. 

2d.  That  the  safest  manner  to  obtain 
such  a  revision  will  be,  in  conforuiity  to 
the  requ-tst  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to 
use  our  endeavors  to  have  a  couventiou 
called  as  soon  as  possible  ; 

''Resolvtd.  therefore,  that  the  assembly 
of  this  sate  be  petitioned  to  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  to  mnke  an  application 
for  that  purpose  to  the  new  congtess. 

"3i.  That  in  order  that  the  friends  to 
amendments  to  the  federal  constitution 
who  are  inhabitants  of  this  state  may  act  in 
concert,  it  is  necessary,  aud  it  is  hereby  re- 
commended to  the  several  counties  in  the 
state,  to  appoint  committees,  who  may  cor- 
respond one  with  another,  and  with  such 
similar  committees  as  may  be  formed  in 
other  states. 

"4th.  That  the  friends  to  amendment  to 
the  federal  constitution  in  the  several 
states,  bj  invited  to  meet  iu  a  general  con- 
ference,    to     be    held    at  on  and 

members  elected  by  this   conference, 

who,  or  any  of   them,  shall   meet    at    said 
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place  and  time,  in  order  to  devise,  in  con- 
cert with  such  other  delegates  from  the 
several  states  as  may  come  under  similar 
appoiatmunts,  on  such  amendments  to  the 
federal  constitution  as  to  them  may  seem 
most  necessary,  and  on  the  most  likely  way 
to  carry  them  iuto  effect." 

The  usual  committee  was  then  appointed. 
It  is  clear  that  diversity  of  sentiment  ex- 
isted, as  previously  to  the  adoption  of  the 
address  which  was  issued  on  the  subject, 
the  following  resolves  were  read.  They 
are  of  a  different  temp^r  from  those  drawn 
by  Gallatin  ;  much  more  likely  to  be  effec- 
tive bt-fore  the  people.  The  object  of  the 
founders  of  a  party,  at  tJie momtnt  mhope' 
lesH  minority,  was  to  prtsrut  a  record  upon 
which  aLy  aspiriug  politician  could  place 
himself.  They  were  succeHbful  to  such  a 
degree  that  the  destiny  of  the  state  and  na- 
tiou  were  in  the  party,  thus  called  into  be- 
ing, for  fifty  years  afterwards,  almost  with- 
out interruption.  Whatever  intermediate 
occurrences  took  place,  deliberation  an- 
nounced the  decision  of  the  conference 
to  be  : 

Ist,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  people  of  this  state  to  acqu  esce  in 
the  orf^auization  of  the  said  government; 
but  although  we  thus  accord  m  its  organi- 
zation, we  by  no  means  lose  sight  of  the 
grand  object  of  obtaining  very  considera- 
ble amendment  and  alterations  which  we 
consider  essential  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  the  Union,  and  those  in- 
valuable privileges  for  which  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  have  betn  recently  ex- 
pended. 

"2ud.  Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  to 
obtain  a  speedy  revision  of  said  constitu- 
tion by  a  general  convention. 

"3d.  Hes'Aved,  That,  therefore,  in  order 
to  effect  this  desirable  end,  a  petition  be 
presented  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  re- 
questing that  honorable  body  to  take  the 
earlief-t  opportunity  to  make  application 
for  that  purpose  to  the  new  congress." 

The  address  is  of  marked  brevity  com- 
pared with  other  papers  of  the  time.  A 
few  words  from  it  and  the  reasons  for  ex- 
pressing opposition  to  the  constitution  is 
all  that  is  necessary  for  the  present. 
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After  fctaticg  acquiteerce  in  Ibe  ratifica- 
tiou  by  the  blatt-s  Gallaiiu'a  diatt  of  un 
addrtas  is  ubtd  bO  far  to,  it  agreed  wiih  the 
opinion  of  the  cODltreiice.  Then  the  ad- 
dreHs  proceeds  to  btute  thut  the  "coiibtiia. 
tiou  in  its  prci-ejut  form  contains  some 
principltB  which  maj  be  ptrvtrttd  to  the 
lujiiiy  of  the  citizen  and  pn.ve  ii  com- 
patible with  order  and  goveinnicut, "  ex- 
prerbiug  ihe  opinion  'that  consiilerable 
anieudmentb  are  tSb^ntiah^  utct-s.-arj  ;"  fur- 
ther that  thej'  are  "sentible  thai  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  both  m  tniH  ai^d 
other  t-tales,  who  grive  their  asbrut  to  its 
beiug  cttrritd  into  ixecutiou  previous  to  any 
amendments,  were  aciualeU  more  by  fear 
ot  tUe  daugers  that  might  arise  from  any 
delays  tnau  by  a  Cjuvictiou  of  its  being 
periect." 

Ooucludiug  with  the  hope  that  "pru- 
dence and  policy"  will  soon  brii  g  about  the 
amendments,  which  those  with  wh  im  they 
Were  in  harmony  in  other  states,  '  "aie  press- 
ing fco  eainebtly." 

'i'nis  was  the  day  of  long  papers.  As  au 
illustration,  it  may  be  stated  ihat  the  rta- 
bous  ot  tne  delegatt  s  ^ho  retustd  to  sign 
the  certificate  ot  ratihcaiion  would  till  very 
maoy  columns  of  a  modern  newspaper.  Ou 
the  other  hand,  this  conference  issued  a 
brief,  bhrewd  a/id  elr^autly  dfa*n  paper. 
It  eXoited  marked  attention  and  WaS  exten- 
sively rcpublisaed. 

Bnbotqueutly  to  the  action  of  the  "con- 
ference,' Its  opponents  issued  a  circular 
dircciiug  public  attention  to  the  fact,  thaS 
an  election,  by  general  ticket,  for  tight 
mtmbersof  congress  was  to  be  held  on 
the  fourth  VVeduesaay  of  November;  call- 
ii  g  upon  "the  friends  of  the  new  cous'itu- 
tiou  to  bo  ou  their  guard,  lest  the  names 
of  persons  opposed  to  the  same,  or  of 
doubtful  sentiments,  should  be  circulated 
in  tne  counties  and  in  the  city;  especially 
let  them  beware  of  counterfeits,  for  suca 
ara  abroad."  The  committees  circulating 
this  itLo  inform  the  pople  that  "the  smug- 
gling business  whicu  took  place  at  Harri-- 
ba.g  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  pro- 
curing amendments  to  the  constitution,  but 
in  fact  to  form  a  ticket  tor  representatives 
in  congress"  should  be  "watchtd!" 
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This  is  a  palpable  hit  at  the  conference, 
showiug  thit  8ometh  ng  b  side  amend- 
meuts  to  the  cuuhtilutioa  was  the  moving 
obji  ct  of  it. 

Ou  the  3 J  of  November  the  "Federal- 
ists," as  thej  called  theuiHelves,  met  at  Lan- 
caster to  form  a  ticket  for  members  of 
cougress.  ihis  meetiug  did  not  opetily  at- 
tack the  oppoufuts  or  ih'i  coustitution.  In- 
deed so  coutident  wi-re  thty  of  success  that 
it  was  not  deeoied  dignided,  or  in  any 
way  necbbsavy  to  do  so.  But  so  unexpect- 
edly strong  was  opposition  developed, 
as  the  returns  from  "ihe  back  counties" 
reached  FhiUdelphia,  "that  very  great  sur- 
prise was  created  at  the  course  of  public 
Beutimeut."  And  no  wonder,  for  wheu  all 
the  returns  came  to  hand,  it  appeared  that 
the  voters  were  dividi-d  into  two  nearly 
tquttl  parts,  "giviug  most  of  the  advautages 
01  poliiical  succefcs  to  those  who  favored 
amcudments  to  the  constitution. "  The  vote 
was  as  folli>ws  : 

HARRISBOKG  TICKET.       I        LANCASTER   TICKET. 


Eob.rt  Whiibliii  ...  5,86U 

W  m.  Mou'goiuery. .  ii,6'.i  < 

lianiel  Hitster..    ..  7,405 

Peltr  Muhlenberg..  7,4i5 

Wm.  Fiudiey 6  587 

Cuaries  PetUt 6,484 

tSlair  ^'O^auahan..  6,'2'.;7 

(ien.  Wm.  Irvuie. . .  6,49. 


Fredeiick  Augustus 

Miihleubcrg 8,697 

George  (Jlyiuar 8,t87 

.John  Allison 7,U74 

t' plien  ChaiHbtrs.  7  051 

h;uja<.-5Coti 8  068 

Hei^ry  Wyt.k  jop. . .  8  052 

L  hiiiuas  Hartley  ...  8, 163 

i'lios.  jjiizsimmouH.  8.08J 

About  ir),000  votes  %vcro    polled   at  tuis, 

the  first   slats    election    in    Pcunsjlvania. 

The  popultttion  wai  less  than  400,  OuO. 

Nearly  every  one  of  the  men  of  this  con- 
fereuco  had  previously  made  an  excellent 
recoidfor  themselves  and  their  posterity',  as 
efficient  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  or 
in  civil  ca^iauiiies.  Some  of  them  were 
quite  coubpicuous  in  public  life;  it  will, 
tnercfore,  not  be  inappiopriate  to  conclude 
with  brief  notices  of  such  ptitriotic  lives  I 
cannot  say  that  these  personal  skeich'.s  are 
correct  iu  all  dt^tails,  but  can  truly  assert, 
that  my  best  ttforts  have  been  exerted  to 
make  mem  so. 

Bryan  a  lawyer,  who  came  into  public 
life  in  1705,  having  received  an  equal  num- 
ber of  votes  for  assembly  in  Philalelpljici 
agaiijst  a  prominent  quuker — Pembtrion. 
The  political  race  was  run  over  agiiu,  and 
Bryaii,  a  presbjttrian  opponent  of  the 
proprietary,    was    then   chosen.     He   waa 
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frequently  iu  the  assembly,  until  he  was 
elected  vice  presideut  of  the  sapieme  exe- 
cutive couiiCil,  tUeu  again  lu  th«  assemolj,; 
in  1780  appointed  a  judge  of  ihe  supreiuo 
court  and  reappoiuted  in  17  87.  Oue  of 
his  bous,  a  naiiitsake,  was  auditor  geueral 
of  Peuusiiva-ii  from  18u9  to  1821.  Tuis 
fainil.T  tneff fore  ueid.  fatbor  aud  soa,  puii- 
lic  offices,  under  the  proprietary,  the  slate, 
and  the  comuionwealtu.  for  the  long  period 
of  5(i  vtars.  Judge  Vetch  states  thai  .ludgn 
B'-yau  was  the  author  ot  the  constitution  of 
177G.  This  is  quitti  ptobible,  although  it 
is  asserted  that  Gov.  M  Kcau  was  its 
auth'ir,  framing  it  iu  one  i-igut;  a  labor  im- 
possible to  perform  in  so  hhort  a  lime. 

Pettit  entered  tiie  public  service  in 
1776,  as  a  quartermaster  geneial  He 
served  dusiug  tne  whole  Kevoluuon  in  that 
capacity,  afterwards  in  coi  gress — ail  his 
life  ver>  prominent  in  public  affuirs. 

Hoge  one  ot  the  original  membeis  of  the 
supreme  executive  couucil,  often  m  the  as- 
sembly, and  Oue  of  ihcjse  men  ready  "in 
suushine  or  in  storm,"  to  give  his  services 
to  his  country.  The  tov\u  uf  Hogestown  iu 
Cumberland  county,  laid  out  ot  nis  farm, 
perpetuates  the  locality  of  his  residence, 
and  the  beautiful  grave  yard  at  Silvers 
Spriug  Presbyterian  church  shelters  his  re- 
mains. 

Ortli  served  as  an  officer  iu  the  early 
dajs  of  the  revolution.  Being  an  excel- 
leuc  accuuutant  and  ueum^u,  the  authori- 
ties conferred  upon  him  the  office  Ot  lieu- 
tenant of  Lancaster  couuty  iu  place  of 
Galbraitu,  who 'was  dilatory,'  and  not 
much  of  an  accountant.  The  trouole  was 
the  colleciiou  of  military  hues,  the  sort  ot 
money  in  whicu  ihey  were  to  be  paid,  and 
the  wHUt  of  certified  rolls.  Oith  had  as 
his  assistant,  Phihp  Gloninger.  After  a  la- 
bor from  1780  to  1783,  the  dutj  was  satis- 
factorily forward — theu  what  was  not  set 
tied — "the  peace  closed."  Orth  was  fre- 
quently in  the  assembly.  His  last  public 
station  was  as  state  senator.  He  died  at 
Lebauon. 

Biiihop,  a  prominent  and  popular  Barks 
county  pojitician.  He  was  in  the  btaie 
convention,  having  as  colleagues  Governor 
idicbter  and  AbraUam  Lincoln,  a  very  fa- 
mous name  in  later  days.  He  was  sent  to 
ihe  assembly  in  1780  and  fr.  qi  ently  after- 
wards up  to  1805.  when  his  pubiio  serviceH 


24 


appear  to  have  termiuaied.  He  must  bavo 
bKt<u  jouug  wtieu  ho  eutered  paljiio  life,  as  I 
have  bbcu  iuforuiedihut  ho  was  uot  50  years 
of  age  at  Lis  death,  80on  after  his  last  aer- 
vicf  iu  ihf  bouse  of  reprtStutaiives. 

Backhouse,  ut  the  lime  of  this  conft-r- 
eauf,  was  cout.idt-red  one  of  the  wealthiest, 
as  hd  was  oue  cf  the  ujost  eiiterprising 
citizeub  of  Bucks  couuty  ;  the  owner  of 
Durham  iron  woiks  ;  a  colouel  of  axsooia- 
turs  duribg  the  rovolutiou.  As  '"his  vif  ws 
of  govtrnuieut  diJ  uot  coinci  )e  with  the 
majoiity  ot  his  feUowcitizeus  ho  was  never 
elected  to  a  political  office."  By  some 
It-gai  decifiou  his  title  to  the  great  property 
ho  had  purch-ised  was  f%)uud  defective.  Ic 
was  part  of  the  Galloway  forfeited  estate.  He 
Was  dspossessod.  and  died  iu  the  midst  of 
litigaiiou  about  it  in  1792,  as  is  said,  "of  a 
broken  heait." 

Bard  a  name  spelled  indifferently  Bard 
or  Baird.  This  gentleman  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  ••the  Uistrict  of  Peters'  in 
J^'rauklin  county,  sooa  ai  tor  the  erection  of 
taat  county  aud  a  judge  of  the  common 
ploiis;  served  in  tho  assembly;  in  the  state 
cotiV^utioD,  ttod  was  a  major  iu  the  revo- 
lution. 

Braaley,  a  member  of  the  assembly  from 
Dauphin  in  17Ji5,  aft-rwnrds  a  justice;  a 
resident  of  Hauovei;  a  Captain  iu 
Green's  regiment,  1777;  member  of  old 
Hauover  Jfrtsb^teriai  congregaii'in;  d^iug 
in  1802,  and  is  buried  in  the  grave  yard  of 
that  church  on  the  eastern  border  of  his 
native  county  His  family  came  to  Fax- 
tang  at  an  early  day. 

White/uU,  born  iu  Lancaster  county  ;  ra- 
bid- d  about  thr<-e  miles  west  of  HarrioLur^, 
at  the  pie.stnt  "Whilthill  s  ation"  ;  an  in- 
dustrious farmer  and  faithful  public  ser- 
vant ;  very  fr  quently  in  the  iegislatute 
from  177.")  to  1805,  when  he  was  elected  to 
congress,  d^ing  iu  1813,  while  a  member  of 
tbe  house.  His  term  of  public  Service  ex- 
t  nded  over  a  period  of  nearly  fixity  years. 
A  man  of  tin^  proportion,  robust  health,  an 
able!,  if  LOt  an  eloquent  speaker — ad  his 
life  opposed  to  the  '  city  gentl  m  u,''  a<  he 
called  ihem.  He  lived  loug  enough  to  be- 
come the  leader  of  a  triumphant  party,  aLd 
to  repay  them  for  the  lebuffs  thi-y  gtvo 
him  as  the  "representative  couu  ry  mem- 
ber from  Sioney  Ridge."'  At  the  tioie  of 
his  death  he  was  75  years  of  ago.     He  is 
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buried  in  tbe  graveyard  at  Sllvfirs  Spring 
Prt-bb^teridu  church,  uear  his  plttca  of  rctii- 
df  iioe 

Blyth  was  perhaps  the  eldest  if  the  gen- 
tleujfU  who  C(»mpOtJed  the  cuuftteuce,  liav- 
iug  baeu  au  (jffio'  r  umler  AruistrOi  g  at 
Kictauiug  iu  175G  ;  again  in  the  cauipHign 
of  1763,  and  as  earlj  as  1777  was  a  m»jor. 
S  jnit!  years  before  the  forojatiou  of 
Frauklm  couuty,  so  far  as  ase^-itaiiiable, 
ha  rt^hiJed  iu  ihe  viciuity  of  Shippt-nsburg, 
near  the  division  liuo  between  (Jumberlaud 
and  Frai.khu.  I  nave  hrivrd  that  his  farm 
felliu  Fraukliu  county  upau  adjasiiug  the 
boundaries  of  that  county  and  Ouuibr^rlaud. 
Anderson  served  as  an  i.fficer;  a  captain 
in  itic  rr  vouiion;  fore-man  of  the  liist  grand 
jury  of  Bedford  county  1778;  collector  of 
ex'i^e  and  member  of  assemlly.  His 
folher,  James  Audert-ou,  was  with  Arm- 
Btroag  at  the  baitle  ot  Kiitabiug 

Lytle — Tnis  IS  surrly  a  misprint,  yet  all 
the  u&ts  have  it  so;  the  name  hhiatli  br  Lit- 
tle. Ho  was  at  the  bui render  vi  Freeland's 
fort,  aud  resided  in  the  ueiguborhoodof  his 
colleague,  \lontgomHvy  It  has  nut  been 
possible  to  obtain  any  deiails  of  his  life, 
exc-  pt  that  he  wat^  a  farmer  aud  justice  of 
the  peace.  A  public'mau  i-f  the  same  name 
re-.iatd  in  Bediord  e;ouuty.  Cndcs  may 
hereafter  decide  which  of  them  was  at 
Harrisburg. 

Hanna  John  A.,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  came  to  Hairisburg  iu  I78a  ;  mar- 
ried adauguter  of  Juhu  darns,  the  touud- 1; 
was  a  lawyer,  Served  frequently  from  1787 
in  both  braucties  of  tbe  legiolalure  ;  wus  a 
member  uf  the  ratitieaaon  convention;  «nd 
died  while  a  mt  mber  of  congress  in  1805. 
Ilis  first  election  was  iu  1797.  tie  was  a 
bauUsome,  convival  gentUman,  very  popu- 
lar and  much  esteemed.  He  died  at  lorty- 
four  years  of  age  aud  is  buried  at  Harris- 
burg. 

Mercsr,  served  as  a  colonel  iu  the  revolu- 
tion ;  also  as  a  member  of  assembly  prior 
to  1790,  aud  was  in  the  commission  as  a 
justice  of  the  pleas. 

Hanna  James,  was  probably  a  brother  of 
John  Anelrew  Hanna.  Ho  was  proinoijO- 
tary  and  a  judge  of  Bucks,  and  quite  a 
power  iu  tho  local  qutsiious  of  his  county, 
but  as  he  was  of  the  minority  par  y,  never 
held  auy  state  oflftco.  He  seivtd  us  a  colo- 
nel iu  the  whifcky  insurrtciion. 
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M'Clanaliaa,  a  succassful  aud  euter- 
prit>iug  LutircUaut  with  n  particular  relish 
lor  puiitioal  turmoil.  He  w<i8  a  patriot  of 
the  uju8t  txtreme  order  as  t  arly  as  1774, 
•wUeu  he  declared  "he  was  ready  for  iude- 
prfu  leuce."  He  backed  his  opiuion  by 
BuOscnbinj,  with  Kobert  Morrif<,  the  great 
Buui  of  £10  UOO  to  start  a  bank.  These 
two  geuileiubu  took  uearly  half  the  stock 
of  that  veuiure.  At  the  time  he  is  iutro- 
duced  to  us,  ho'  was  tat,  burly  and  gouty," 
but  as  fall  of  spirit  as  a  quarter  ot  a  f"-=?n" 
tuij  be  tore.  He  was  a  great  aid  to  tha 
exircutivo  couucll  aud  assembly  duriLg  the 
whole  revolutiou;  a  famous  politician,  yet 
not  considered  a  wiso  one:  an  houesc.  in- 
telligent mau  of  businebs;  a  member  of 
coagrcBS  as  au  "'ami-federalist  "  Ga  latin 
in  a  letter  to  his  wife  relates  au  anuecdote 
of  him  which  aff.;rJs  a  glimpse  of  his  natu- 
ral impetuosity  of  speech,  '  uliivated  gen- 
tleman as  ho  seems  to  have  been: 

"2C>  June  1797.  I  diued  at  the  Presi- 
dent.    Blair    M'Clanabau    there,  and    told 

tue  P.    that  hy   he  had   rather  see  a 

world  annihilated  than  this  country  united 
with  Great  Britain,  etc.  It  did  not  lotfk  at 
ail  like  presidential  conversaiion." 

The  seat  of  government  was  then  at 
Pmiud-lphia;  Wabhiugiou,  Prtsiient;  Gal- 
latin aad  M'CJlauahau  both  members  of 
congress. 

A  recent  communication  signed  "M," 
furnishes  otuer  particulats  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  McClauahan  : 

"Biair  AlcCiauagan  was  associated  with 
Robert  Morris,  wiih  the  latter  staking  bis 
credit  ana  placing  nis  vessels  at  the  service 
of  the  great  financier,  and  so  helping  woa- 
derfuil_y  the  American  cau.^e.  He  made  a 
fortune.  McOiauagan  had  a  large  family. 
But  of  them  all  some.hing  tragic  might  be 
told  in  the  way  of  mi-^toriune,  sudden 
death,  and  so  forth,  aud  only  one  of  the 
race  survives,  who,  being  an  aged  maiden 
lady,  will,  with  her  demise,  leave  the  name 
extinct.  Blair  bimself  dropped  dead  on 
the  piaza  of  a  time  honored  man^ioa  in 
Ardmore,  the  residence  of  the  late  Hoa. 
Ciiarles  Kugier.  The  fate  of  Blair's  sju 
George  is  pcrtiaps  the  saddest  of  any  mem- 
ber of  thi.-.  family.  Late  one  dark  night 
as  jouLig  MeCiauagan  was  returninK  home 
from  Ardmore.  his  horso  took  fright  aijd 
dashed  on,  hid  driver  soon  losing  control  of 
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him  Faster  and  faster  rushed  the  fren- 
zird  anluitil,  until  he  Uaped  against  the 
bauk,  tho\viug  his  master  out  upon  the 
projec  itig  rock,  killiug  him  iusUutl^ . 

/Smith  was  au  ac'ivt)  ti  Id  othoer  at  the 
opeuinjj  of  the  r^volutioa  iu  cummaud  at 
Billingisport ;  dclt-gate  to  the  couveutiou,  <;f 
1774  aud  '70;  hbt^riff  of  (Jh.  stf  r  1777; 
thrn  hcuteuaut  of  it,  ^vheu  iu  17b6  a  grtat 
contest  arosr-  in  the  supreiue  tXf  cudve  coun- 
cil respfCtiug  him  A  luotiuu  wa^  made  to 
displace  him  ;  ou  that  h,  two  wt-eka'  d  bat«  ; 
and  more  fiequeut  calling  of  the  jeas  and 
iiajs  thtiu  h*d  bc-fure  or  afer  occurred  in 
the  council.  Ht)  WHS  displaced  by  a  sin- 
gle voie — Dr.  Fmnkliu,  VVniiehiU,  M'Laue, 
of  the  '"country  part>,"  SMpportiug  biai. 

Gardner  a  colonel  iu  the  early  part  of 
the  Rcvoiuuou ;  1779  in  the  ex-cutive 
couucii ;  sheriff  of  Onehtt-r  countv  ;  then  a 
member  of  congress  in  the  old  touf-dera 
tion  ;  in  all  these  pi  sitions  he  appears  to 
have  acquitted  himself  with  credit.  As 
parties  took  foim  it  happened  ihttt  the 
choice  ha  made  Wd,s  the  miuoiiiy  one  in 
his  couuiy,  ai  d  his  name  is  not  afterward 
found  occupyi.g  public  office  Ho  was 
highly  esteemed  in  private  life. 

Gallatiit  made  his  first  public  apppar- 
ance  at  the  conference  A  tjwins  of  fiua 
education  and  d  cidt-d  ability,  he  soon  ac 
quired  political  position.  He  is  one  of  our 
tariy  public  men  that  was  cho-.eu  to  the 
United  States  s-nate  whose  seat  was  va- 
catird  on  the  ground  of  want  of  citizenship 
He  vvus  at  once  elected  to  the  hou^e,  served 
th>-re  until  appointed  secretary  ot  the  tri  as- 
ury  by  Jefferson,  deut  by  Ma  lison  ambits- 
salof  to  Pan-',  to  Load  m,  to  Graeut,  aud 
was  offered  cabinet  positions  by  Monroe 
and  Harrison  He  rt sided  at  his  death  in 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  died  at 
88  years  of  age. 

Rogers  John  a  major  in  the  regiment 
raised  by  Timothy  Green  in  Lini-aster 
(Dauphin)  in  May,  1777;  a  resident  '-on 
Mouoda"  as  early  as  1754.  He  oitd  De- 
cember 6,  1792,  and  is  buried  at  Uanovtr 
grdve  yard,  Diuphiu  county.  He  was  an 
ac  ive  otficer,  serving  6  .\ear8,  quitting  the 
arujy  wr.  h  the  rank  of  colonel. 

M  Kee,  a  colonel  in  the  revolu'ion; 
commanding  at  Mmdletown  iu  1777.  I  be- 
lieve a  native  of  D-megal,  Lancaster  county, 
died  ''on  Ohickes,"  aud  is  buried   iu  Done- 
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gal  Prpsbyterian  church  yard. 

Petricken  was  a  noi«y  politician  and  of 
turbmeiit  ti  mper.  He  was  popular,  bold 
iu  the  exprebsum  of  his  seuiimeuts,  and  fre- 
qu  ntly  cUosen  to  occupy  public  positions, 
requiring  capacity  and  integrity.  I  kuo\v 
that  many  of  bih  desc  ndauts  were  persons 
of  marked  ability.  He  died  in  what  is  now 
Ljcomiug  county. 

Jordan  was  a  major  during  the  closing 
eveuts  of  the  revolution  ;  a  judge  aud  jus- 
tice of  the  peacf  of  his  county  1  here  were 
two  or  three  promiut^nt  gentlemen  of  this 
namw  iu  public  litf  at  the  same  time  :  One 
iu  Liinca^ter  couuty,  another  in  Cumber- 
laud,  aud  another  iu  York  ;  all  of  them  in 
the  commissiou  of  the  peace,  and  all  had 
been  officers  lu  tne  revolution.  Iu  the  ab- 
eeuce  of  the  "credentials"  it  is  difficult  to 
write  ot  the  propt-r  one,  but  it  was  not  the 
York  gentleman,  as  that  county  was  not 
reipreseuted  in  this  conference. 

Mai'fihall,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
trusced  officially  iu  the  western  part  of  the 
state  ;  a  c.ilouel  in  the  Service  ;  lieutenant 
of  his  county ;  in  the  a>sambl>  ;  sheriff ; 
regi-^ter  of  wills,  aud  a  "judge  of  the  pleas." 
Ii  is  difficult  to  say  what  public  trust  he 
did  not  till,  as  he  setms  to  have  held  every 
position  the  governmant  aud  his  fellow- 
citizens  could  conft-r  upon  him,  before  and 
after  the  er  ction  of  Waahiugton  county, 
until  bis  death. 

Kean.  In  a  manuscript  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tnis  conference,  before  me,  also  iu 
a  priuted  one.  ti  is  is  John  In  a  newpaper 
tue  Cariide  Gazette  it  is  printed  James, 
wnich  1  am  baii^htd  is  a  mi-print.  It  is 
thert  for«  John  Kean,  of  Dauphin  couuty, 
who  cut  a  great  hgure  in  public  life  from 
1790  until  i812.  He  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvanid;  came  to  Harrisburg  i>i  1785; 
county  commissioner  in  1788;  a  "jndg-^  of 
the  pleas  1792;  a  state  senator  in  1798;  re- 
gistrar geueral  in  17u5;  dying  at  Harrisburg 
iu  1813  at  56  years  of  age.  He  is  buried 
ij  the  Paxtaii^  Presbyterian  grave  yard. 

Vrooks.  Of  the  locality  of  this  gentleman 
I  am  not  quite  cectdiu  in  the  couuty  of 
Washiugtou  there  is  a  large  family  conn-  c- 
tion  of  the  same  name,  which  is  not  tie 
case  ill  any  other  county  iu  this  state.  He 
was  no  doubt  a  c  lleague  of  Marshall.  He 
is  called  "Captaiu,"  aud  this  is  a  presump- 
tion he  had  seen  militsry  service. 


Rodgers.  Whether  this  is  a  Roflgers  of 
Philiiiit-  phia,  lidgers  of  Bucks,  11'  {^urs  of 
B'dfoiil,  18  uucertniu.  Ail  oi  th' ui  wt-re 
proaiiuent  goutL-mea  and  were  uamt^d 
William. 

Mai-' ay  was  a  field  oflScer  in  thf  revolu 
tiou.  AUt-r  thepHtice  removed  to  Nortbuui 
land  couuty,  where  h'.i  rii.  d. 

Dicky.  One  roll  Dirk\  ;  ou  the  re-^t 
Dicki-y.  This  nauii^  is  coiuaion  in  Cuei^t'  r 
couuty  ai.d  it  is  just  po8-.ible  ha  miy 
have  been  a  colleague  of    0  ilouel  Gririiufr. 

Montgomery  was  au  otfiuer  lu  Sulhvriu's 
expt-dlHou  ;  a  justice  of  tDtj  peace,  and  oi>|- 
lector  of  frS.  ise,  1870,  iu  Northumberlaud. 
He  rewideil  "south  of  suubury  " 

Sitei-iett  *as  au  active  ro!l'.ic:;tn :  c  >uiity 
lieutenant  in  1785,  but  did  sot  hold  any 
otUer  public  positiou.  His  natne,  or  ih-it 
of  bis  family,  is  perpetuatt-d  iu  "Strrf't- 
gap,"' iu  nil  native  county  of  CuLubeiinnd. 

Elliott  was  ia  one  of  tne  t^arliesi  touter 
euces  "reM(.iectu  g  liOfTty,"  in  1774,  froa 
Cumberland  ;  ui-mbcr  frum  B -afor.i  to  the 
convention  ot  177G  t<»  form  a  couhtitution  ; 
in  the  assembly  ;  membi-r  troiu  HuutU'g- 
don  of  the  couveutiuu  call  d  to  ratify  tUe 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  sh-riff 
aud  lieutenant  ot  that  county.  It  ilo  s  not 
appear  that  he  ever  changed  his  pUoe  of 
residence,  jet  his  fortune  was  to  havr  lived 
in  three  couuiies  and  to  be  eniru^ted  witli 
the  very  highest  positlou-^  in  every  one  of 
them.      I'h  y  literally  grew  up  arouiid  him. 

Smili£,  one  of  tne  men  whose  di.-itiu- 
guistied  pub  ic  caret-r  and  exc  -lleut  privatn 
life  remaius  uuwii  ten.  If  it  was  wittiin 
the  design  of  this  paper  to  do  so,  a  subjf  ct 
worthy  of  au  extended  notice  pres'-iits 
itself.  Born  in  Antrim,  Irelatd.  in  1737, 
ho  fniigrrtted  to  ft  uD»i\lvai.ia,  tix'tig  i.is 
residence  in  Liucaster  couoty,  wLiirLi  th'  u 
covered  a  very  large  pare  of  Peniji-ylvai.ia. 
This  was  about  1760.  His  education  was  a 
solid  one,  but  as  he  does  not  use  quota- 
tions from  the  classics  in  his  speeches 
which  have  been  preserved,  we  may  pre- 
sume it  was  not  clabsic.  His  Eoglisb,  hoiv- 
ever,  is  pure  and  his  language  polished. 
He  is  first  heard  of  in  public  lift*  as  a  dele- 
gate from  Lancaster  county  to  the  provin- 
cial conference  of  June,  177G,  as  "Mr. 
Joh'i  Smiley." 

The  minutes  of  the  early  conferencsp,  for 
very  good  reasons  perhaps,  give  the  nahues 
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of  those  who  formed  them — the  oflScers — 
Very  rarely  the  uames  of  any  one  wno  made 
a  motiou,  or  the  rtasoDS  f.r  its  adoptioa. 
It  i8  therefore  impossible  to  learu  from 
them  who  were  active  or  who  were  luke- 
warm. Smilie  does  uot  appear  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  convention  thut  gave  us  the  con- 
stitution of  1776.  He  hoou  after  removed 
to  Westmoreland  (uow  Fayette  county). 
He  served  as  colonel  for  a  year  or 
two;  then  a  judge  of  the  pleas; 
soon  elected  to  the  assembly,  where  he 
had  great  infl  lence ;  as  a  member  of 
the  supreme  executivH  council;  again  in 
the  assembly;  member  of  the  council  of 
Censors,  wiih  William  Findley  of  West- 
moreland ;  df-lf-gate  from  Fayette  to  the 
coovHiition  that  gstve  us  the  constitution  of 
1790;  in  congress  '793  95;  an  elector  in 
18u4,  in  favor  of  J.  ffersou  ;  in  the  state 
senate  ;  in  CKUgresM  from  1799  to  1813  ;  a 
public  life  of  nearly  40  years.  Gallatin  and 
Suiilie  resided  in  Fayette  county,  and  were 
in  congress  at  the  same  time,  but  the  for- 
mer represented  a  district  in  which  he  did 
not  reside. 

Col.  Smilie  died  in  the  city  of  Wa'shing- 
ton  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1813  at  the 
age  of  76  yf  ars  During  this  long  life  he  be- 
came one  of  the  best  known  and  prominent 
men  of  Pennsylvania.  I  hope  some  of  the 
many  competent  gentlemen  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  place  of  residence,  will 
unilertuke  the  task  of  preparing  a 
biographical  sketch  of  his  career, 
that  the  memory  of  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  our  western  statesmen  may 
b^^  preserved.  Enough  material  exists  to 
make  an  interesting,  instructive  and  neces- 
sary memoir  of  John  Smilie.  It  is  not  cred- 
itable that  his  useful  life  should  be  com- 
memorat^d,  only  in  foot  notes  ! 

Hakeisburg,  September,  1879. 


